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2 Being ils: ſi ncere and humble 
- unknown: Friend. 
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"tt is better, if the will of God be 
45 Jer cuil. doing. * St. III. 


1 


Jo, that ye Suffer for well-doing,, h 
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T have beheld, not without compaſſion, and a fellow. ſeeling, the r. 
:ferihgs to which you have been expoſed theſe 12 or u. by-. 3 
| ives ank 
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E + - the:Barhariany, that you were Murdeters, whom Vengeance would not 
er to liue. Bur knowing your Integrity and the Juſtice of yours 
FF. Cauſe, and rmhat Got Judgeth not as man doth'; nor according to the outs 
©. wid appearance, I am Led rather to confider the methods of Divine 
Et Providence, and the Chriitian and Spiritual uſe that ought io be made 
f ²˙ ut r 
I IIIbit will live Godly in Chriſt ꝓeſis muſt ſuffer perſecution; if 
tb many. tribulations we muſt enter into the Kingdom of Heuven; If 
= they that would/reign with Chriſt hereafter, muſt fr ſt fuffer with big 
= here: if our Lord aſlſures us, they are 5.80 e perſecuted for 
PE -Righteouſnes ſake; when men ſhiilrevile them, & per ſcute ther 7! ſay 
all manner of evil againſt them talſchy forobis fake;&bids them rejoyce & 
bdieenceeding glad, for great i their reward in Heguen: far fo per ſecated: 

"7 they the Prophets which were before them, It this was the Lot which. 
our Lord chufe for himfelf in this world, and in this gave us ah example 
1 525 we ſhould follow his ſtept; if his Apaſtles had the ſame Lot und 
Joyce in it, and were made as the fi/th nf 1be-world and curre the M. 
cou ings 1 things; then certainly no body ſhould! judge hardly f 
Fou becauſe of your ourward ſtate; and you νοο,j felves ought to re- 

r 
I If it woudle and'grieve you, that your Reputetion and your good 

nate is murthered, and that not by Hearhens, but by the profefſors. of 
£7 tene and the great pretenders 10 Purity of- Religion; and that 

not by the People, but by the Miniſters who influence, them and have. | 
E | ) the key. of their affections and Paſſions; and ihat they Proclaim you 
bo. + -& ty of the greateſt Impieties, Atheiſm, Blaſphemie, Here/ie &c. and 


— 


"= at in the moſt publick places, and before the moſt etninent perſons, 
4 And ſo diſcredit 721 Miniſtry: Confider bim that enduredſueh Cuntra- 

;; pp minds; Our 
Tord Jeſus was Poor in the world, not only as to houfe and wealth and 

Nieads, but alfo ws qty pars 3 and eee ah 5 
ad Holineſs. . All the peoole bad à great opimon or hie focrunner 
* 5 12 Baprift, and counted him a Frophet but had little r none 
” "of Jeſus; be paſt for a friend of Publieins and Sinners,” for a deceiver 
| of the People, fora fool, ( be bath « Devil and in mad, why bear jebimd)) 
pie for a Blaſpbemer and 2 deſtroyer of the Law. They who traducd 
In moſt aud were his greateſt Enemies, were che Minifiets of Religion, 
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dis, chat with well dging ye may put to ſilence the Jenorance ot fooliſh | 
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7 „ l 
the Prieſts, the Scribes and Phariſees,. His Apoſtles were treated after 
wne ſam2 manner, and you ſee with what Spirit and temper they hare it 
1. Cer. 4. 9. Ke. Mere made aSpettacle to ile world and to Angels 
and to men. We are fools for Chtiſts ſake, but yee ate, wiſe; we 
Late weak, but y ee are ſtrong ; ye are honourahle, but we are deſpiſed- 
Even unto this -preſent hour we both hunger and thirſt and are naked 
_- ** and-{are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place; And Labour, 
Working wich our own hands: being reviled we bleſs; being perſe- 
. cuted, we ſuffer. it: being defamed we entreat;..we are made as the 
* filth of the world, and ate the ff ſcourings of all things unto this day. 
Let us remember chen The ſervagr\is not greater than his Lond. I ther 
-* have called the maſtet of the Houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall 1 
they call chem of his houſnold. If Innocence. and Sancrity itſelf had 
ono reputation, why ſhould we who are grievous Singers e 3 
be che. objett of diſhonous and contempt, take it ill to meet with it, & to 
be ſo treated by men. Sanctity it {elf would needs thus have no reputa- 
tion, that it might confound, our ſnameful Hy pocriſie which makes us 
"ſeek before men, the Glory and pratſe of the Goodneſs and vertue which. 7 
ve neither have nor practiſe: Let us not murmure then if me meer with 
reproaches; who ate moſt worthy of them; for: tho? men may accuſe 
aus falſely of chis or the othet Crime, yet our Sins before God do de- 
ſierve the outmoſt ſhame. ard reproach. . Therefore dzxy your ſelues, 
even as to reputation in the World (Striving in the mean time to live. 
ſo unblameably and innocently, as that none may have juſt ground to 
rtreptoach ou) take ug hour Croſs and follow Feſus, tt. 
Ay, but it troubles you, they ſhould proclaim you Atheifts and N 
phemers: Labout in all chingꝭ to have a good Confrience, Bet N A5 4 
your reſoycing the teſtimony of your Conſcience, that in ſimplicii } 
: * and godly ſincerity net with fleſhly. wiſdom, but by the Grace of 
God, yee have your Converſationin the World, För the will of God 


men Let it bea Small mattet with you, to be judged of men. ea 
Saich St. Paul, I judge not my own ſelf; tor I know nothing by yx 

* ſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtified ;; but he that judgeth me is the Lord: 1 
» _ "The'Atheilt'ſays,- there is no God. Perhaps there are more Specu- 
lative Atheiſis in this Laſt and worſt Age, of the world, than was ever 


in former Ages. And chere are none who contribute more to this hn 
* 2 8 | : _ ö | ; 1 L 5 1 bY gs Ps che 
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de wuldtude of Eypocrites, men who lei up greatly for 4 form af Gt 
e., and are altogether void of he power and lite of it. But the 
j 
S0, büt by beir wot hs do den) hum. It any proclaim y du for Atheiſts, 
ler your liſe and convention Witnefs agalnſt them. Be not troubled, 
bur fandify the Lord Gcd in yur hearts, and be readie_alwayes:to- 

gie an anſwer to every man that aske h you a reafan of the hope that 


M4 


en pon, with mecknefs and fear; having a good Conſcience, that 
© | © <wbercas they Tpeak evil of 'you, as of eil der, they may be aſhamed = 
e accuſe” your good converſation ꝓXi Chriſt. 
- |  *Blaſpheny is to peut evil of Gul, or to i ſcribe to the Creature is 
= |  . Incommunicable'perie@ions. - To utter that of God, ihat bighly dero- 
dee froh his Kighreouſreſs, or Goodnels, ot Truth, or any other of 
He perfettions. This may be aid to be either by NVerd and Deed.as the = 
Dia ed Th Hell do, and bold piefligate Sinnets here on Earth, and as 
ol Rev. 16. 9, 11. tells o thoſe on whom ahe Angels poured 
aur theit Vials, that they Bla ſphemed the God of Heaven, becauſe of 
- - * Etheir Pains, aud Repented not of their Deeds. Or this may be done 
dy th6ſe who do not avowedly deſpiſe God, but have a form ef Ge 
ee, denying the" Power thereof, and yet are Rlaiphemers of him; 28 
> Cthe Apoſtle tells us of the Perillour Times, and the Men that ſhall come 
ii the lift days. II In. 3. 1, &c. Such ate they Who att the gteateſt 
Fillaaies under a Cover of Religion, and ſubvert Kingdoms undet. the 
Bond of a Sn Covenant; and Chriſten their Projects and Contivan- 
des with the Name of the Cauſe of God; and aſcribe their Sucraſſes in 
* S 1 moſt,” Vitlinous actions, io an Anſtder from Heaven." Like to 
. hoe win whom God expaſtulates by his Prophet Jer. 7. goo &WHL 
f 


e Steal, Murder, and Commit Aduflery and Swear faifely, and come 
| nd Rand before me in this Houſe which is called by my Name, and 
1 1375 we ate delivered to do all theſe Abominations. And the abound- 
| ing of this tas fort of Blaſphemies, does not a little incteaſe the Num · 
ber, and barden-the hearts ofthe former ſort; while they ſes den pre- 
end a Zeal for God, and under that cover, ABtinjuſtices beyond the 
=— F..: 1 Some alſd are ready to affix Blaſpbhemie upon others, hen they. 
maintain Doctrines or Opinions, from - whence either geally or ſeem- 
e, Blypbemone gf rrenebg may be inferred + die in the Judge- | 
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When they do ex 3 ny *. 


ide Sey 8 ments, e "they perceived that theſe Conſequences = 
Bo bem ter. this manner the herans 40 chat e.the Causa # 
| LY PM Bier allercing tha God from all! termiy decteed 
ö Create the far greateſt Sh 0 FMankint that he might damm dem, 
. pr thereby. manitelt the Glory WIT bis avenging Juſtice? and ih 
nds th : ight of the G0 1. to thoſs eprobates only the. more | 
ind and hatden chem. This, fay the Lutherans, is 2s tuch as 
5 7 OW that Sod is not Juft, nor (endl nor True + which the Calvi- 
villa do deny, ard if they ſaw this to be a-,clear Confequeiite,” they. 
1 would undoi ubtedly reject the opinion from whence ſack 4 B13 demous "4 
| Cee Aid fo Ion Matter this Mmanner-the Presbytefian'N 
25 * you dach n Imputation in this laſt ſence; they Y Ru i either - 1 
make appear that To: hard 2 Conſequence follows upon ſorhie's pinion. | 
"ann 9 57 by you, which, 1 think it will not be eaſy for thei to do). 1 
and: is very, conſegyence.is own'd_ by you. gowns or elſe be 
held For f Ale accuſeis, pt which I pray God give helm. Repentance sk 
\ ForgireneHs. 4 


; The great thing: to be-tminded byy ou is the Rip br uf! of the Colas is 
Firs you are ir 1455 With. I the u oof adver fy ( laich Solomon) th 
eſe 


ry: Lo k then co your former Rae, cone the Fe Ja; and 1 
e for the Ke. . a c Te 0 e 


have Seen and He of Stran and Vario lations i m — g 
Servanrs 75 H ſes 


wo Gare , * 3 
4 ment: 2 Du nor to. FRO with vConfec 
of y 1 055 2 She cla mem; vu anti 


tes N allRanks a Softs of Men. 
1 85 ing aServants upon ve Eanh:we' hahe heafd in o 
oK whole 2 placed up. and, Tooted gut, ther Oraorie, 2 
. down, their Publick Worſhip: ſuppreſled, their 'Pa aftors- ban 
8 0 4 emia, France and elſewhere. have met with you r are 
in theſe public K Glamitie With which. ag Juſtice e and Goodneſs. e. 3 
Graphs. io exerciſe, Wietched en d ul Manz and have been! 
15 wich bone meaſure. of Severity. Ang” Contempr,. by ; thoſe who - 7 
to a tee, With Jour in; Done, Dilcipting and. "Worſhip, nd 
1 oy ja form of Church Governrpgor, and ſome. few Reo | 
"Worlkip, and have been thruſt, from your Offices and Livings. - We 
Ba wer reaſÞn.to think that — =} perſecuted. Churches and Pa. 
BYE GE HOO, e e e who, fly: 
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e IEER 4 
Ec Ce quier, or than thoſe who * treated them. Kite. 
"can 1 think ſo of you... On die Contrary, not only Charity, but Juftice, 
is the. particular knowled el have o the Integrity and worth of many 
of you, do oblige me to thipk_ otherwiſe. That in ſuch; 4 number of 
- Miniſters, as make. up the body of the Clergy of this Church, it eher 
babe been that ſome here and there, were no omnarnenc to theirCharadter, 
Is nothing [trange, and What is to be met Wich but. too readily in all 
a: ...Chufches.*, But 1.5 the _—w_ of the oy Clergy, before the late 
"Revolgtion, were, generally ſo ſpeaking ir of 9 IMinſhers, as eminent, 
according to. Heir different meaſures, Tr e integrity, probity, 
Parts, ard 4 cateful diſcharge of the duries of theit office, as pet ha ps 
- any other. urch in the Obriſtian world can boaſt of ar th's day, is. a 
* Teſtimony Which! think the be enero of unbiaf$'d d people in he 24 
0 We Ac armorg che Presbyretiaps, pl not deny inen. 
* nowvithſtanding. of a WIE you, have no reaſon to 74 your 
31 1 Fox Mere, ro acknowledge and lay to hearr your 5 iries, 
04 map be jullifi ified, when be Thus ſpeaR'sm his Rods; and N 
© "when he Judeet 2 ſt cannot be denied Var that there is and hath been 
dn uyſpeakable degeneracy in this Cburch and Nation from the life and 
ort of. ee and che Miniſtets of Kell, on, in what ſoever par- 
4 IF, e cerfal "Wah Ah their Paas und 12 „they are free of the 
LIE of this: Wy hate racer ceaufe x0 dread, left this be chiefly 
laid to their Charge . ( 75 has deen plead tg empty. this Church from 
Veſſel to Velſe), 3 1 Wh ßed from our Lees which yet 


Ko fi it Fat ve 40 958 e Yair ve gr eat ed, chen do lay. ro heart what 
1 Y ova Gu 05 Hay e If 10 't * Fs with Daniel to canteſs bumbly 
9 1 the” Fn ane ful. God, "That we hate Sinned and 
2 c6tnmitt Wh inquity and 92 70 ideal and Rebel led by departing 


from his 8 2nd 3 12 a 5 and that e * 
1 „1976 5 94 wy 99 cr us corffufiog of faces Nc. 


4 reit En. J even! 0 rhofe 10 8 „ Converty. 
i * on PE 180 Ki: mens fore men mich more to thoſe, if there be he 


"hive given offence; dy, ot having! their Converſati as be: 
Sh 10 ofpe Fi 34 the ane e it) it ought. to be lai eber 
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I den, 185 in "hel e W 155 men ruſh into that Holy Mee, with- 
* du dus con deratfen had o EL great "Scope. the weighty importance | 
"13%. 15 ä "EF, the nie] ET WP fronts, . 
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© Wat may fit: chem for theprighit andyprofrable. diſcharge; of the fame, 
and without that purity of intention Ahat is need full for the underiaks-. = 
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3 F vii bog gies a  aghporcg 
As to the Preſent Rate let every one obletve the righteouſnels of. Gods 


more cantentedly bor ſemen 
not become more 
poral things, and. 
: check his-anxiouſnets 


% 
ror him, © 


yes to. every, one in private as the) have need, © 
able. ut above all. Labour ſigcetely o 
Preach ihe Golpel by your Lives be clothed , with ham lith, bear the: 2 
Croſi patiently; dem yout.gwn will and your appenites, Love all men, 
Lare le na bee den Fee elves, Yolo therbiogy eee 
188 Paaner;cdo med e ttrife or, uon 8:02. 775 not the gens dk 
ene, being ren „les; being er ecured,”{ Her it, being def2m- A 
*. contrariways bleſſiag; and Quive. in all things to Lye as #fravgers ad 


Pilgrims. here, travelling, to Eetaity hay ing, y ur affect! NE: 4 
0. - | | " * „ 
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e thitk * | N abvors a 
- have all- i put on Charity. which'#s tbe bond-of perffrrncſs. » 
As to the Hare; if it ſhall pleaſe God to continue you fill — 
the 10d, bleis dim for it, and. be perſwaded that it it beſt tor you: If 
In his wiſe providence be ſhalf Alter your preſent ſtate, and 5 you 
, Would come to be feſettled in thæ legit exerciſe” of your ſacred office, 

2 ea and impartialiy what ſpecial duties would be ĩincum- 
25 you. What need would you have to watch againſt the tempta- 
Fons of proſperity, that you be not exalted in erg minds, and vainly 
"or up, nor” your hearts fer upon earchly things! Wbat need co re. 
deem your time, to redouble your” diligence in the work of the Lord, 
Ind io mind and profccure the teal fcope of your office?- How be- 
coming will it be to treat your brethren, not as hey have created you, 
_ buy in the Spire of nec tnt and Love! Fot Lovetovererh a muliirude 
Sint, © Avoid the: 92 5 temper and Spirit ( for it has confounded 

3 4 iriffendom ) and fludy alway 2 to be in the Spiric of Chrift\Tefus. 
= You may lt to ſee aff NOW wh it will dec G avoid o_—_ 15 * 
C- | 18 a Sed and Party, and not to be fond of any of the Yiting 
1 "Teſt; of any Set, of their human F6rtns and'confeſſons of Faith, w= as - 
1 10 oblig of of Laital or MiniſterilCommunibn with. you, ro Subſcribe | 
+" 2 theſe your particular 'forms; as the Confeſſion df their Faith and he 
4 . andard of Chriftianity. "The word of God èontait'd in the Holy Serif. 
4 2 ws. Ta is the Rule of i our Faith; the things neceffary to Salvation are thete 

9 lainly ſet down; in other things wwe tay bear with one another in | 
Ae diverfity of Judgement. Abd in theſe we cannot impoſe our 
| ms and e others, umlefs either we ttünk rhe Comppſers 
1 6573 infallible,or that at! men N have t & Latne chenfure of under Hand- 
Ang and Hodge alike of theſe things; or hat we wilt needs force all ib 

- 8 1 of our opitifon, c or” 1 85 wake tiſem declare they are ſo; or that 

e ink they 8 be Mans, ot atleaſt: Minifters cf Jeſus 
*# 7; 8 unleſs they 1 e all the opinions. ſet down in oùr 
18 and Obel e ee (ate Faith! ail which ade moſt 
BY 4 3 qa gs 0 how careful muſt you be to-inſtilt ino 
db fegples m inds a v. 776 e of the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt; ro ler = 
2 18 hem lee, that che End of rhe Gab dale n Chi, the love of 
Gol and their neighb 5-0 without which all Farb od kr 
3 ug — them — aid! 36 * * yy 
= 18 a or 
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"2 Is he 


World, the Love of the Father-cannor, hein them; that therefore they © 


muſt deny themſelves; and take up theltf®G /s, and follow the life and 


Doktrine of Jeſus Chriſt, relying on his merits and grace, for Mercy, 

Strength and acceptance: and how mult you watch againſt the Phariſa- 

ick Spirit and Righteouſneſs either in your ſelves or others, which places 
Religion in litile things, and omits the weightier matters of Gods Law, 


Righteouſneſs, Meroxyeaithfulneſs and the Love of God. This is a 


Spirit that prevails. greatly in the World, among all Sects and parties © ö 


(tho' it reigns more among ſcme than. others) and is the greateſt 


[Cauſe of all the Evils, Diviſions, and Confuſions in Chriſtendom, and. $ 
renders men moſt uncapable of entring into ihe Kingdom of God them 3 


ſelves, and makes them ſbat it againſi thoſe that would enter. It is this 


that raiſes up that ſort of men of which the world is now ſo full, 

which the Apoſtle forewarns us of; 2. Tim. 3. 1, &c. faying that in 
© the laſt days perillous times ſhall come, for men ſhall be lovers of 
© their own ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient 
to Parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, wuce 
© breakers, falſe accuſets, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are 
Good, Traitours, heady, high. minded, lovers of pleaſures more 

than lovers of God; having a form of Godlineſs, but denying the 


*power thereof; from ſuch turn away. = 
It what is here written be not unacceptable to you, it may be an En- 


couragement for more of this Nature, from the ſame, or a far better hand. 
But if it ſhall offend you, forgive me this fault, it be ing well meant by 


Reverend Gentlemen, Tour moſt ſincere Friend, and Humble 


| | Servant in Feſus Chris. 

S. Marth. V. 16. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may. - 
ſee your good works, and glorify your father which is in heaven. 
Philip. II. 15. Thar ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation, 


among whom ſhine ye as lights in the world. 
I. Pet. II. 12. Havirg your converſation honeſt among the Gentiles, 


that whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil doers, they may by ht 
good works which they ſhall behold, glorify God in the da; of vili»- 


tation. F I. N. I 8. 
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